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“ There is the satisfaction of watching a  
figment of the imagination emerge through 
the aid of science to a plan on paper.  
Then it moves to realization in stone or  
metal or energy. Then it brings jobs and 
homes to men. Then it elevates the standards 
of living and adds to the comforts of life.  
That is the engineer’s high privilege.”
 — Herbert Clark Hoover, 
Engineer and United States President
ON THE COVER
Special thanks to Cedarville students Jessica Zboran ’11, 
Nathaniel Brown ’11, Jason Halvorsen ’11, and Sarah 
Norris ’12 for their work in creating the sketch, free-body 
diagram, and heat transfer problem. Sarah is majoring  
in computer engineering, and Jessica, Nathaniel, and 




your source for what’s new and exciting at cedarville university
Desiring to ease some of the suffering that Swazi people experience, Joanna Pyles ’11, a nursing 
major, and five other nursing students went on a missions trip to Swaziland, a country nestled against 
the top of South Africa with Mozambique on its eastern border. Poverty is the norm, and HIV runs 
rampant in this region.
The group spent their first days acclimating to the area, getting to know their hosts, Harry ’96  
and Echo (Tuinstra) VanderWal ’98, who are leaders with The Luke Commission. Once prepared,  
the team spent the rest of the month traveling throughout the country offering two or three health 
clinics per week and serving hundreds of patients.
At the clinics, the nursing students assisted with HIV testing, blood pressure and glucose 
screening, drawing blood, starting IVs, cleaning wounds, giving eye exams, building wheelchairs,  
and checking children for worms, measles, and other common diseases. They also spent time praying 
and sharing the Gospel with the Swazi people. At the national hospital, the students assisted with 
baby deliveries and worked in the pediatric unit, emergency room, and female medical ward.
Seeing the endless suffering in villages throughout the country caused Joanna to reflect on her 
own life and faith. “I do not understand our Lord’s purpose in this suffering except to know that He  
is a loving, sovereign God who deserves our utmost praise,” she said. “I am so thankful for the gift  
of Jesus Christ, who suffered more than any of His children to give us hope beyond this grave. The 
Swazis can find unprecedented joy in knowing that there will soon come a day when their tears, 
disease, poverty, and death will be no more. Jesus will overcome.”
Toward the end of the trip, the team spent a day traveling to schools deep in the African bush  
to deliver Operation Christmas Child boxes to children.
“With squeals of excitement, the children opened the only gift they may ever receive in their 
lifetime,” said Joanna. “The crowd of children roared with laughter, screams, and shouts: ‘Thank you, 
Jesus! Thank you, Jesus!’ ”
Serving in Swaziland
If you have a smart phone, scan this QR code to watch a video 
about Joanna’s trip to Swaziland. To download a free QR code 
scanner, visit cedarville.edu/QR. Or, to watch the video online,  
visit cedarville.edu/swaziland.
Top: Joanna Pyles ’11 cares for 
patients in health clinics.
Bottom: A Swazi child opens an 
Operation Christmas Child box that 
Joanna and her team delivered.
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campus news
Authentic praise. A community gathering. Challenging speakers.
chapel report
Chris Williamson (August 23–26)
Pastor of Strong Tower Bible Church, Franklin, Tennessee
strongtowerbiblechurch.com
Ken Ham (August 31)
Founder of Answers in Genesis
answersingenesis.org
Kathy McReynolds (september 16)
Director of Public Policy for Joni and Friends  
Christian Institute on Disability
joniandfriends.org/christian-institute-on-disability
Michael Franzese (september 20)
Author and Former Mafia Boss
michaelfranzese.com
Dan Barfell ‘85 (september 28)
Senior Pastor of Parma Heights Baptist Church,  
Parma Heights, Ohio
phbaptist.org
Jason Malone ’98 (November 2–3)
Pastor of Summit Church, Greenville, South Carolina
summitupstate.org
Jay strack (November 9–10)
President and Founder of Student Leadership University
studentleadership.net
Tom Mahairas (November 17)
President and Founder of CitiVision
citivision.org
Some things never change. Meet a few of the guests who spoke in chapel during the  
past few months. Listen to archived chapel broadcasts at wcdronline.com/chapel.
CU Goes Mobile
For app enthusiasts, cuMobile keeps the latest  
Cedarville news and information at their fingertips.
Cedarville’s computer services team 
developed a free mobile application to 
give users easy access to CU Classifieds, 
course schedules, event calendars, 
dining hall menus, a campus map,  
and more.
“I use the app almost every day,” 
said Charles Crickard ’11, a theatre 
major at Cedarville. “It’s nice to have 
access to whatever I need, when I need 
it. I mostly use the Find a Person feature 
and the campus map, and next semester, 
I’ll use the classifieds function to find 
books for classes.”
The first version of the app was 
released in June 2010, and developers 
are currently working to expand 
features. Future releases will enable 
users to view password-protected 
information, post classifieds, and 
navigate through recently viewed 
information while offline.
“We want this app to grow more 
useful for current students as we add 
features,” said Devon McCarty ’05, a 
programmer at Cedarville. “We also 
want it to be useful to prospective 
students, alumni, faculty, staff, and  
even the surrounding community.”
The current version is supported  
by the iPhone, iPod Touch, iPad,  
and Android smart phones. The 
development team is also researching 
the potential for BlackBerry support.
Learn more: cedarville.edu/cumobile
Android iPhone
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yellow jacket sports
When DeMaurice (De) Smith ’85 graduated from Cedarville,  
he had no idea what the rest of his life would look like. Twenty-five 
years later, as the NFL Players Association’s executive director,  
Smith has no idea what the immediate future holds for his 
organization. But in both situations, Smith sees an important  
parallel: living by faith.
“The beautiful thing about faith [is] you take that step without 
knowing where it’s going to end,” Smith said in his Alumni Week 
chapel remarks before homecoming. He was named the 2010 
Alumnus of the Year.
A former NCCAA All-American in track, Smith said he truly 
grew up during his time as a student. Through his time at Cedarville, 
Smith honed the skills and maturity that have catapulted him to  
such a vital position in the professional football world. Now that he 
finds himself leading one of the most influential groups in American 
sports during a crucial labor negotiation, his faith is more important 
than ever.
“On faith, we will take steps forward because that’s how I was 
trained to be a leader by guys like Coach Elvin King ’64,” he said.  
“I know that our organization will be stronger, more vibrant, and 
more dedicated to the people it serves because I understand vision 
and leadership from men like Dr. Bill Brown.”
Smith credits the University with developing his ability to  
think critically. “The training here — whether it was law, economics, 
American government, politics — revealed any number of 
intersection points that were important to understanding the 
business of football. My first foray in understanding all of those 
things took place on this ground.”
Mark Womack ’83, Cedarville’s sports information director, is 
thankful for the way Smith represents his alma mater on such a 
visible stage. “To see where the Lord has put De is phenomenal,”  
he said. “Cedarville touts preparing students for whatever God’s 
going to put in front of them, and this is evidence of that.”
leading by Faith
 by Tim Cary ’04 for NFLPlayers.com
2010 Alumnus of the Year De Smith ’85 has come a long way since his 
college days running track.
If you want to get an early start on college ...
If you find online learning appealing ...
If you want to save money on college costs ...
 then consider Cedarville’s dual enrollment program!
What is dual enrollment? This program allows high school students the opportunity to 
enroll in online college courses. Highly qualified juniors and seniors who present a clear 
testimony of personal faith in Jesus Christ and who thrive in a challenging academic 
environment may apply.
This fall, 71 juniors and seniors from around the globe studied along with Cedarville 
students in online courses, such as Politics and American Culture, Western Literature,  
and Introduction to Humanities. Dual enrollment not only allows students to work on  
their courses anywhere but provides them with quality academics taught from a biblical 
worldview. High school students can also take part in a popular summer program that 
provides an academic experience and the chance to enjoy residence life and a wide 
range of activities.
Learn more today by visiting  
  cedarville.edu/dualenrollment.













































For more events and information,  
visit cedarville.edu/reps.  
(All dates are subject to change.)
M.S.N. Enrolling for Fall 2011
Nurses’ excellent professional skills and desire to meet the  
needs of others are their greatest strengths. Add authentic Christian 
compassion, and the nursing profession becomes a unique platform 
for ministry.
That is the heartbeat of Cedarville’s highly regarded B.S.N. 
program and the Master of Science in Nursing (M.S.N.), recently 
approved by the Ohio Board of Regents and The Higher Learning 
Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools.
The introduction of the M.S.N. degree program comes at a  
critical time. The United States faces a nursing shortage as the need 
for health care services continues to grow. In February 2009, 27,000 
new jobs were added for nurses and other health care workers, and 
nurses remain the largest segment of the health care workforce.
“As faculty, we will work together with 
the students to increase the knowledge and 
skills needed for meeting the demands of 
both domestic and global health care,” 
shared Dr. Janet Conway, senior professor 
of nursing and chair of the department.
The Cedarville M.S.N. program offers three focus areas (family 
nurse practitioner, nurse educator, and global health ministries) to 
advance career opportunities. The program has full- and part-time 
completion options with convenient courses that fit with a working 
professional’s busy schedule.
At the heart of Cedarville’s nursing program is the deeply rooted 
desire to prepare nursing professionals who excel in godly living, 
knowledge-based compassionate care, cultural competence, and 
information management by using nursing as a ministry for Christ.
“A degree from Cedarville prepares graduates to use nursing to 
impact the Kingdom of Christ, not only domestically but also globally,” 
said Dr. Chu-Yu Huang, director of the M.S.N. program.
Now is the time to apply! A limited number of spaces are available 
to qualified students for fall 2011.
“ The introduction of the 
M.S.N. degree program 




Where do students go to bring their creative ideas to life?
The MediaPLEX! Located in the Centennial Library, the MediaPLEX (formerly the Materials Resource  
Center) has materials, equipment, and workspace for students to laminate posters, prepare visual aids,  
create bulletin boards, make Christmas open house decorations, and more!
New Pharmacy Chair Named
Dr. Rebecca Gryka was named chair of the department of pharmaceutical sciences in September 2010.  
She brings 30 years of experience as a hospital pharmacist, during which she taught in schools of pharmacy  
at both the University of Southern California and Loma Linda University.
Dr. Gryka earned a B.A. from the University of California San Diego, a Pharm.D. from the University of 
Southern California, and a Ph.D. from the University of Southern California. She belongs to both the American 
Association of Colleges and Pharmacy and the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists.
“Her experience, perspective, and credentials will foster the success of our program and the department of 
pharmaceutical sciences,” said Dr. Marc Sweeney, dean of the school of pharmacy. “We recognize that Dr. Gryka  
is here by God’s calling, and we are excited about her role in our program.”
25
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Critical Concern  
Series: Immigration
For more events and information,  
visit cedarville.edu/events.  
(All dates are subject to change.)
Surprise Scholarship Awarded
A celebration of giving turned into  
a celebration of receiving for Aaron 
Southworth ’13, an early childhood 
education major from Cincinnati, Ohio.
One of the signature homecoming 
events is the Legacy Banquet, an elegant 
evening that unites University donors 
with students who benefit from their 
giving. Alumni award recipients are 
honored at this event, underscoring  
the exceptional return on a donor’s 
investment in Cedarville students’ lives.
Capping off the evening was 
OneVoice, a group of students known  
for their expressive Gospel music and 
authentic worship. OneVoice had 
prepared entertainment for the banquet, 
but they did not know that one of their 
members would receive a scholarship.
Following their roof-raising 
performance, Joel Tomkinson ’03, 
director of marketing, made a special 
presentation about the David Tomkinson 
Memorial Scholarship, established this 
year to assist a deserving member of 
OneVoice. As the students began to 
realize what was happening, they  
cheered for their friend, Aaron, selected 
to receive the inaugural award.
The scholarship was provided by 
David Tomkinson, uncle to Joel and  
his sister, Sara (Tomkinson) Beachy ’01. 
Although David was not a college 
graduate, he appreciated the quality, 
Christ-centered education his niece  
and nephew received at Cedarville,  
and he made plans in his estate to leave  
a generous gift to the University. When  
he passed away last winter, his family 
chose to honor David and mark 
OneVoice’s 10th anniversary with  
this award.
“It’s been a privilege to become 
friends with some of the finest, most 
joyful students on campus,” said Joel,  
who has been singing and traveling with 
the choir since 2006. “I’ve truly been 
influenced as I see them praise the Lord 
and live out their faith even after the 
music stops. Through this award, my 
family recognizes and celebrates God’s 
blessings on both our family and 
OneVoice, which has become an 
important part of my life.”
Read about Aaron’s experience  
at cedarville.edu/surprisegift.
“ As the students began to realize  
what was happening, they cheered  
for their friend, Aaron, selected  
to receive the inaugural award.”
overheard
College is serious business … mostly. Sometimes you 
just have to take a break from the books and get a 
little crazy.
I probably spent more nights studying in college than your average Joe.  
My friend, Doug Bitzer ’02, and I always talked about how we were “camping 
out” in the library. So one Friday night, we pitched a tent in the library, 
right on the bottom floor!
MICHAEL BOEHM ‘00, LOUISvILLE, KENTUCKy
One winter night, Amber Prince ’10 and I were pulling an all-nighter. At 
some point, we found ourselves outside sliding down a huge snow bank 
in our pajamas! We were cold and wet, but it was worth it.
CAITLIN HULL ’10, POMPTON PLAINS, NEW JERSEy
I jumped out of a moving car. John Coules ’83 and Matt Parman ’83  
were co-conspirators.
CARL RUBy ’83, SOUTH CHARLESTON, OHIO
How did you 
relieve stress 
at college?
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My unit or hall would go pew-racing in the chapel.  
This consisted of army crawling under the pews and  
racing to be the first person to reach the stage.
CHRISTINA LEONARD ‘09, DAyTON, OHIO
I told myself that if I didn’t know the information by midnight 
before a test, I just wasn’t going to know it. Then, I stayed up 
late and had a blast with my friends. You could say I wasn’t 
a “strong” student.
JASON TOvEy ’00, DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA 
Before finals, I’d buy a big bag of Jelly Belly jelly beans and 
sort them according to flavor. I’d eat them throughout the 
week, getting rid of the black licorice ones first and saving my 
favorites — blueberry, watermelon, and juicy pear — for last.
RICHIE REEDER ’07, MONROEvILLE, PENNSyLvANIA
Back in the day, we organized residence hall lounge  
boxing matches to vent the stress of final exams.
STEvE GRUBER ’74, GREENvILLE, OHIO
Everything is funnier when you’re over-tired and over-
caffeinated. My roommate, Karie Kuster ’95, and I  
made anonymous calls to rooms all over campus and  
read random passages from the book Deep Thoughts.
CAROL LEE ’96, CEDARvILLE, OHIO
My roommates and I fired rotten fruits and vegetables 
down the street with a baseball bat and tennis racket, 
quickly becoming covered in the sticky spray.
THOMAS HAMILTON ’05, NICEvILLE, FLORIDA
My friends and I created a version of a giant Slip ’n Slide  
in the basement of Carr Hall. It was all fun and games until  
I took my turn and knocked someone down — he had to  
have surgery just days before commencement!
MICHAEL DORSEy ’00, BALTIMORE, MARyLAND
Grabbing tennis 
balls and golf 
clubs, my friends 
and I would head 
outside to play 
NELF (night 
tennis golf).  
We created an 
18-hole course 
around campus 
using light poles, 
fire hydrants,  
and trash cans  
to serve as cups  
and flagsticks. 
There were some 
intense par-5s 
and easy par-3s.
NEvIN ROSNER ’10, KANSAS CITy, MISSOURI
Question for the next issue:
What is your favorite memory from the dining hall?
Send your answer to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or e-mail alumni@cedarville.edu. 
Selected responses will be printed in the spring issue of Inspire. The alumnus who submits our favorite 
answer will receive a Cedarville sweatshirt! Deadline for entries is January 15, 2011.
Since itS beginning, the Elmer W. Engstrom Department of Engineering 
and Computer Science has been bound for success. Excited by 
opportunities to build programs from the ground up in a Christ-centered 
atmosphere, experienced, highly qualified faculty came to Cedarville. 
Well-connected advisory council partners and faculty opened doors for 
students to begin showcasing their work — with remarkable results 
— at national and international competitions. Even before the programs 
received accreditation, engineering professionals began noticing the 
“little Christian college in the cornfield.”
The academic department was named in honor of the late Dr. Engstrom, 
an internationally known engineer and president of RCA. A grant  
from his charitable trust helped underwrite the expenses of launching 
Cedarville’s engineering program, which now includes four majors: 
computer science, computer engineering, electrical engineering, and 
mechanical engineering. With more than 350 students enrolled in these 
majors this fall, the department is the largest at Cedarville.
Twenty faculty and staff members of the department share a vision for 
their discipline that affirms Cedarville’s commitment to excellence and 
biblical truth, seeking to honor the Lord Jesus Christ in every endeavor. 
The last 20 years have been marked by influential milestones that 
underscore both the program’s firm foundation and bright future.
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1981 Cedarville begins offering a two-year pre-engineering program.
1989 Cedarville submits its application to the Ohio Board of Regents for a Bachelor of Science degree in engineering.
1990 The first students are admitted into the four-year engineering major. The inaugural freshman class has 41 students.
1992 The Engineering, Nursing, and Science Center opens. Advancement completes a $7 million campaign for a three-story, 68,000 square-foot 
addition to the science building.
1993 Cedarville begins offering Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering and Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering degrees.
Freshman students compete in the first cardboard canoe race across 
Cedar Lake during homecoming weekend. The event becomes an annual 
tradition and draws entries from other academic departments. Through 
the years, students are challenged with tougher guidelines to keep the 
event competitive. (Read more about this year’s canoe race on page 16.)
1994 The first class of 24 engineering majors graduates — eight electrical and 16 mechanical.
1995 The engineering major receives accreditation through ABET, Inc., the recognized accreditor for college and university programs in applied 
science, computing, engineering, and technology. Accreditation is 
retroactively applied to the first class of graduates in 1994.
KE Y miLESTonES
2000 Students take first place in the Supermileage competition at the Eaton Proving Grounds in Marshall, Michigan. Their one-man vehicle, powered by a highly 
modified Briggs & Stratton 3.5 horsepower engine, achieves a remarkable 632 
miles-per-gallon fuel efficiency. Improving on the early accomplishments, 
Cedarville’s 2010 team attains 1,433 miles per gallon in a tough competition.
2001 Tau Beta Pi charters its 228th chapter at Cedarville. Founded at Lehigh University in 1885, the national honor society recognizes exemplary engineering 
students. In the years to follow, six Cedarville chapter members claim 
competitive scholarships provided by Tau Beta Pi.
2002 Cedarville launches a Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering degree. The major combines aspects of computer science and electrical engineering, 
including a selection of courses in programming languages, microprocessors, 
computer architecture, mathematics, and engineering.
2004 Cedarville’s Solar Splash team wins its first of five world championships. Cedarville teams successfully defend the title in 2005, 2007, 2008, and 2009. 
Solar Splash is an international, intercollegiate competition in which students 
design, build, and sail solar-powered boats.
The Cedarville chapter of Society of Women Engineers is established. (Read 
more about it on page 42.)
2005 The computer science program moves from the department of science and mathematics into the department of engineering, paving the way for 
its accreditation.
The 8,800 square-foot Engineering Projects Laboratory opens. It provides 
space and equipment for student engineering projects like solar-electric boats, 
Formula and Supermileage cars, Aero Design planes, and competition robots. 
The facility features a student machine shop, ventilated paint booth, wood 
shop, tool crib, stock storage, conference room, and six faculty offices.
Cedarville hosts its first summer engineering camp for high school students, 
now an annual event.
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2007 Degree programs in computer science and computer engineering receive initial accreditation, retroactively applying 
to degrees earned in 2006.
The interdisciplinary biomedical engineering minor is 
established. Student projects include a smart walker for 
handicapped children, prosthetic devices, and a surgical 
instrument to aid orthopedic surgeons who perform hip 
replacement surgeries.
2010 A senior design team begins constructing a solar water heater for the Eternal Love Winning Africa Hospital in Monrovia, 
Liberia. Once the heater is constructed, the team will travel to 
Liberia to install the new system, replacing the charcoal 
system the hospital currently uses to heat and sanitize its 
water. This project continues the integration of academics 
and missions championed by Cedarville’s Society of Engineers 
Aiding Missions.
Follow the latest news from the Elmer W. Engstrom 
Department of Engineering and Computer Science  
at cedarville.edu/engineering. 
Carol Lee ’96 is the senior communication specialist in marketing  
and also serves as managing editor for Inspire. You may contact her  
at carollee@cedarville.edu.
U x 2 =
December 31 is your last 
opportunity to have your first  
gift to Cedarville matched!
 
Haven’t given in a while?  
Your gift will be matched, too. 
Visit cedarville.edu/Ux2 to watch 
videos, get updates, and give online!
Blowing in the WindThe Answer, My Friend, is
“The heart of an engineer is to make the world a  
better place.”
Not exactly what you’d expect to hear from a left-brained 
thinker who works in product reliability. But when that person  
is Debbie Pittman ’99 and the product is natural energy, it starts 
to make sense.
Debbie, who holds a mechanical engineering degree, is  
a wind product reliability engineer for GE, which means she 
works on large wind turbines. Her job includes anything from 
addressing systematic problems to more “fun adventures” —  
like climbing 270 ladder rungs to perform maintenance on  
a turbine.
“As an engineer,” she said, “there are so many ways to 
influence how society works. And green initiatives are changing 
the way we view energy and utilize the resources God has given 
us, without being destructive.”
With five million households already powered by wind 
energy and 14,000 GE wind turbines in action around the world, 
the technology seems to 
be here to stay. Debbie’s 
work is also helping the 
United States make 
strong progress toward 
reaching renewable 
energy goals. While this is good news for her job security, 
Debbie is motivated by something more than career success.
It Takes an Engineer
Several years ago, while suffering from significant back 
issues, Debbie realized she needed a healthier lifestyle. As she 
began eating organic foods and improving the air quality in her 
home, she researched how toxic emissions, particles, and waste 
products created by standard forms of energy affect people.
As a trained engineer, Debbie sees everything as a system of 
interconnected pieces. She carries this perspective both into her 
job and into her life. “I discovered things we take for granted as 
illnesses are a result of the industrialization of our environment,” 
she said. “It became clear how many modern diseases are caused 
by indoor and outdoor pollutants. Natural energy is healthier, 
not just in five or 10 years, but today.”
It Takes a Woman
As a woman who is forging her career in engineering — 
traditionally a male-dominated field — Debbie knows that she 
does not represent a demographic trend. But after years of 
experience, she is now more aware of the unique skills a woman 
can offer the industry. By bringing people together and 
facilitating communication, she has discovered her knack  
“D iscovering ways to use clean energy and fuels means we  will be able to breathe cleaner  
air with fewer toxins.”
by Sharyn Kopf
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for seeing the big picture and identifying the next steps to  
take in a project.
“Often the challenges associated with engineering are  
not the technical problem-solving variety,” Debbie said. “More 
often, they’re the same ones facing every other profession, like 
communication and working with a diverse group of people.” 
That doesn’t mean it’s always easy. So, to help herself maintain  
a good attitude, Debbie posted a quote in her office: “Every issue 
… is an amazing opportunity for a positive experience — for the 
customer, for the technicians, and for me.”
Debbie knows that she can often offer a different perspective 
when it comes to the dilemmas engineers face, even simply in  
the different ways men and women use products and approach 
design problems.
It Takes a Believer
As a high school student, Debbie remembers feeling a 
responsibility to care for the earth. “I’ve always felt God has 
placed us here as stewards,” she said. “And being good stewards 
does not involve destroying His planet. It’s not enough to be 
cognizant of our natural resources; we need to find ways to 
prevent waste, to protect trees and wildlife for future generations.”
Every day, she finds unexpected blessings in her work, and 
she knows she’s part of something with long-lasting rewards. 
Discovering ways to use clean energy and fuels means we will  
be able to breathe cleaner air with fewer toxins as we become  
less dependent on imported oil.
In the future, Debbie would like to turn her attention to  
solar energy. Recently earning a master’s 
degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, she hopes to take on new 
leadership roles in the field.
She concluded, “I enjoy working in 
an area that allows me to have a broader 
influence for positive change, even 
though my individual role is a small one 
right now. Part of working on green 
projects is that even at the end of a 
really rough day, I can still look at 
what I do and feel good about it.” 
Debbie Pittman ’99 is a wind product reliability engineer with GE and resides  
in Schenectady, New York. You may contact her at deb_pittman@yahoo.com.
Sharyn Kopf is a freelance writer in Jamestown, Ohio. She has previously 
worked as newspaper reporter and spent more than seven years as an  
award-winning radio writer for Focus on the Family. You may contact her  
at shari2t17@gmail.com.
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Sometimes I think my entire engineering 
education can be summed up into conserving tape. 
To be a truly good engineer, you have to know 
where you can skimp on tape and where you need 
to reinforce. I’ve been in a number of engineering 
competitions where this has been a chief skill —  
I just wish it looked better on my resume.
Every year at homecoming, engineering 
freshmen compete in a cardboard canoe race 
across Cedar Lake. The race has become so 
popular that the competition has been opened  
up to other groups on campus. The only materials 
participants are given to build a canoe are 40 feet 
of cardboard and a single roll of tape. The tape  
is easy to put on but not so easy to take off.
My freshman year, the canoe race was pretty 
stressful. My team spent about 30 hours building 
our boat. I don’t remember how it placed, but it 
made it across the lake.
The Centennial Library’s team was not as 
fortunate, sinking almost immediately. As a library 
worker, it was up to me and my co-worker, Aaron 
Ikehara ’09, an electrical engineering major, to 
reclaim the library’s honor the next year.
How to Build a Better Boat
We started by implementing ideal design 
features: shorter sides and a wide bottom. Our 
main goal was to reduce the sink depth of the boat 
so it would almost glide on top of the water. The 
library had the fastest boat in the water that year 
but failed to claim the “King of the Lake” title — 
given to the last surviving boat at the demolition 
derby. The library claimed the trophy, but almost 
no bragging rights.
During my junior year, we used a similar 
design and added more library workers to our 
building crew: Nate Dolan ’11, a mechanical 
engineering major, and Michael Cox ’11, a physics 
major. Michael rowed across the lake with senior 
nursing major Rachel Latario ’10. We recaptured 
the trophy as the fastest department boat, but once 
again our boat did not capture the “King of the 
Lake” title, though we came in a close second.
As a senior, I felt it was imperative to keep the 
library’s winning streak alive. The library employs 
many science and engineering majors, which — 
rumor has it — is for the sole purpose of defending 
the title. Imagine the shame of losing to a bunch  
of freshmen and liberal arts majors: Dr. Robert 
Chasnov, professor of engineering, and my 
engineering classmates would never let us live  
that down.
Once again, Michael, Nate, and I worked  
on the design. Nate handled the calculations,  
and I supervised the less-technical team members 
responsible for manufacturing, which meant 
properly allocating the tape. We cut the tape in  
3- and 4-inch strips, and then we cut each strip in 
half. One of the things I love about building the 
library boat is that the whole staff gets involved. 
Each person has his or her own particular way of 
cutting the tape and loves to come up with ways  
to make things easier. It’s a good team, and they 
think like problem-solving engineers. Knowing this 
was our final chance to lead the canoe construction, 
Nate, Michael, and I focused on passing down the 
canoe-building traditions and solid designs we’ve 
used. We hope they will continue the tradition for 
years to come.
by Cedarville student Jillanne Conway ’11
Nate Dolan ‘11 and Jillanne Conway ‘11 build 
the Centennial Library’s cardboard canoe.
my cedarvi l le
Queen
of the Lake
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How to Race a Cardboard Canoe
It’s Friday: race day. Our boat is significantly smaller than the other contenders, 
but I feel relaxed and confident that we will make it across with a competitive time.  
It took 30 hours to build my first boat, and we built this one in six hours — we have 
this down to a science.
Valentina Blackburn ’12, who has rowed for the library twice before, takes the 
back position and navigates the canoe. We brief her sister, newcomer Vawny Kaye 
Blackburn ’13, on how the race will go.
First, you line up on top of the hill by the Stevens Student Center where you  
can see the race, but as you approach the docks, you’re in the heart of the action, and 
the pressure starts to build. As you advance in line up to the sidewalks, you put on 
your game face. Your rowers put on their life jackets and hand over their valuables;  
if the canoe goes down, watches and cell phones won’t.
One final time, I prep the team with the plan, and then it’s time to go. Vawny Kaye 
is the first one in. I worry about the crossbeams and skin. If her foot punctures the 
skin, the boat will sink before it travels five feet, and this is the first real test of the 
boat. It’s a clear indicator of how strong or weak the boat actually is. Valentina boards 
the canoe with ease, and after some last-minute adjustments, I hand the team their 
paddles. At the sound of the starting gun, they’re off.
I know there’s math and science creating the logic that supports our design, but  
as I watch our boat glide across the water, I instinctively know: it’s magic. Walking 
around to the other side of the lake, I see the full-time library staff has come out  
to cheer and support our team. Our boat beats us to the finish line, a good sign.
Valentina tells me the news — we’ve won! We smile for the cameras with our 
canoe, but it’s not over yet.
How to Sink the Competition
As we prepare for the demolition derby, I warn the team. The sides on our boat are 
three to eight inches shorter than the rest. If another boat rams our sides, we will sink. 
Another danger I know from experience: freshman teams target the library boat.
I tell myself that when the boat goes down — and it eventually will — it will have  
done so honorably. The gun fires, and we race to get the rowers into the boat.
Last year, we were so close to victory in the demolition, but we weren’t able  
to withstand the onslaught of every other freshman boat. As I watch our team, I’m 
amazed at their canoeing ability. They understand how to sink other boats: side  
corner shots are better than head-on, and they don’t lose their cool. More than  
once, I think the fight is over for the library, but the Blackburn sisters are tough 
competitors. And they win!
My brother, Doug Conway ’07, a mechanical engineering grad, calls after  
the race and asks, “So, where did it fail?”
I love telling him, “It didn’t.”
The canoe hung tough, handled well, and returned to shore. This year, sweet 
victory earned the library the trophy and finally that coveted title, revised slightly  
for us, “Queen of the Lake.” 
Jillanne Conway ’11 is a mechanical engineering major from Lebanon, Ohio. You may contact her  
at jillanneconway@cedarville.edu.
Top: The Blackburn sisters demonstrate their rowing skills.
Middle: The group receives the trophy at the finish line.
Bottom: Victory goes to the last surviving boat.
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Aaron Welty ’05 is living life in the fast lane. 
At least, that’s where he rides his FENX 4.1, 
a custom mobility scooter he designed and 
built with his father. Having cerebral palsy 
can make it difficult for Aaron to walk long 
distances. When he first arrived at Cedarville 
in 2001, he made his way around campus 
on a larger-than-life tricycle. But after he 
flipped that while avoiding a collision with 
a motorcycle, he and his dad drew up 
plans for a safer, more practical mode of 
transportation. In 2004, they unveiled the 
original FENX (pronounced “phoenix”), an 
experimental, battery-powered device.
These days, a retooled version of the FENX 
helps Aaron get around Washington, D.C., 
where he works as a legislative assistant 
to Representative Thaddeus McCotter, a 
congressman from Aaron’s home state of 
Michigan. Aaron’s experiences overcoming 
physical adversity have prepared him for his 
job in the nation’s capital. He firmly believes 
that God has placed him there for a reason. 
“A life like this isn’t what I would have 
chosen, but it’s what I’ve been given, and I 
work hard to thrive in what I do,” he said. 
“You learn a lot about what you’re made of 
in this line of work.”
Though the FENX project began more than 
six years ago, it’s still going strong. Last 
year, Aaron worked with NBC Nightly News 
on a story about the project. You can watch 
the video at cedarville.edu/fenx.
Aaron’s dad is working on a new version of 
the FENX — the FENX V. He and Aaron are 
excited to see what God has in store for the 
future of their project. Aaron commented 
on his blog that he’s “eager to see what 
sorts of doors and adventures the Lord 
brings as a result of this — His fingerprints 
have been all over it from the beginning.”
A Dream Ride
Aaron Welty ‘05 knows the 
life-changing capability of 
smart design.
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When disaster struck in January,  
many Haitian people lost everything, 
including their homes. In response,  
Chris Zitzmann ’05 and Christ in Action 
put technical skills to work, bringing 
much-needed shelters.
Homes for Haiti
by Kara (Niemotka) Gibbs ’96
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once he reached Port-au-Prince. “You saw the hillside scattered with tarps over sticks. That is what  
the people were living in; they were right on top of each other,” Chris said. Met with this ominous 
sight, he knew that the people’s need for stable shelter was even more desperate than he’d thought.
Chris traveled to Haiti with Christ in Action (CIA), an organization that brings hope to families 
that have been through a natural disaster, to meet just one of the country’s needs — shelter. It is  
hard to imagine how much more devastation Haiti could handle — a country that already seemed to 
be at its worst. When a 7.0 magnitude earthquake hit the capital city, Port-au-Prince, on January 12, 
2010, there seemed to be no hope for the poorest country in the Americas.
But responses to the call for help poured in. Churches sent volunteers. Organizations gathered 
money. Actors traveled to raise awareness. Public service ads dominated commercial breaks, pleading 
with viewers to help support Haiti. And CIA responded with a focused goal, to provide Haitian people  
with homes.
Discovering the chaos
It’s difficult to describe typical housing in Haiti. Most Haitians needed proper dwellings even 
before the earthquake. Many Haitians live in thatched huts, poorly constructed mud-walled 
structures. Occasionally, salvaged boat hulls serve as doors. No steel-reinforced concrete holds  
these homes together. No modern engineering principles protect the people from disaster.
Understanding the need for secure places for families to live, CIA joined forces with another  
relief organization, Friend Ships Unlimited. They worked to construct pre-fabricated, 8-foot by 
12-foot shelters. These custom-designed homes only cost $600, last seven to 10 years, and sleep  
up to eight people. They are modest dwellings yet still an upgrade from most of the housing in Haiti.
When the shelters were ready, CIA stacked, banded, and trucked them to Georgetown, South 
Carolina, then shipped them using Friend Ships’ fleet.
Partnering to Help
On the Haitian shore, Chris and his CIA counterparts waited to unload the hundreds of shelters 
and begin assembling them — each one took about two hours. A throng of volunteers anxious to help 
worked alongside them to complete the job.
Chris Zitzmann could see nothing but tents
Chris filming as the homes 
for haiti are assembled
Loading the ship with  
hundreds of homes
finally sailing to HaitiHousing in haiti after  
the earthquake
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Chris recalled the scene at the port: “A woman was singing and praising the Lord. It was neat to 
see that we were able to bring a little bit of hope to her for something she had been praying about.”
“It is hard not to go into visual overload when you are in Haiti,” he said. “Pictures in magazines 
and media portrayals are only a glimpse into real life. There were piles of rubble along the road 
because there was nowhere else to put it. Goats, pigs, and other animals roamed along the road  
as a stray dog would in the United States.” Armed with a photo lens and video camera, Chris 
documented the tragedy and CIA’s ministry during the two weeks he was in Haiti.
Preparing for the Mission
Reflecting on his journey to the ravaged country, Chris knows that only God could have 
orchestrated his path there. “Five years ago when I was at Cedarville, I heard someone speak about 
the summer camp ministry, LIFT. They needed people with technical skills. My ears perked up,”  
said Chris. Once he finished his electrical engineering degree, he put his skills to work at the ministry.
Then in 2009, CIA hosted a Faith-Based First Responders Conference at his church. Denny 
Nissley, the founder of CIA, shared about the ministry including the dire need for someone with 
technical skills. Chris remembered praying, “OK God, what are you trying to say?” He knew  
God was calling him to get involved.
Now he works for the disaster relief organization, often drawing on his background and technical 
training to meet needs quickly and with scant resources. According to Chris, one of the most 
invaluable things he learned in his engineering classes at Cedarville was how to solve problems.  
“In my role,” he said, “I am able to use that skill to formulate creative solutions for whatever it is  
that we come across.” 
Chris Zitzmann ’05 graduated with an electrical engineering degree and is now the director of information technology for  
Christ in Action. He lives in Jeffersonton, Virginia, where his hobby is his job — photography and videography. Chris is  
pleased to report that the homes CIA built in Haiti withstood the wind and rain from Hurricane Tomas. You may contact  
him at chris@christinaction.com. To learn more about his work with Christ in Action, visit chriszitzmann.com.
Kara (Niemotka) Gibbs ’96 is a freelance writer and resides in Cedarville, Ohio, with her husband Brent ’96, son Jake, and  
dog Donut. You may contact her at karakara31@yahoo.com.





stacking panels on flatbeds 
in Haiti
local people eagerly helping watching the  
construction
adding the final touches
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“Untested.” This one word described the 
engineering program at Cedarville in 1990. 
Another was “unaccredited.” Put together, these 
two words spelled “step of faith” for any high 
school senior seriously pursuing a degree in 
engineering at Cedarville. This was exactly where 
Nick Awabdy ’94 found himself his senior year … 
wanting to study engineering yet questioning the 
wisdom of pursuing that major at Cedarville.
Prompted to Go
Even with the promise of a track scholarship 
from Cedarville and encouragement from his 
mother, Judy (Siplock) Awabdy ’64, Nick had 
reservations. His interest was in the technical field 
of engineering, so should he go to a liberal arts 
school? An opportune meeting with a Cedarville 
student, a grandson of Dr. James T. Jeremiah (then 
Cedarville’s chancellor), influenced Nick’s decision. 
After learning firsthand about the quality of 
Cedarville’s academics, Nick took a step of faith 
and enrolled. He graduated four years later, fully 
aware that his unaccredited engineering degree 
could preclude him from graduate school or his 
dream job.
In 1990, Cedarville’s engineering program was 
in transition, from a two-year pre-engineering focus 
to a full four-year degree. Before it could become 
accredited, however, Cedarville had to graduate  
an official class of engineers — the class of 1994. 
Knowing the importance of accreditation, the 
professors were stringent and focused, giving their 
students a solid education while emphasizing the 
value of taking responsibility and working hard. 
Chuck Allport, Nick’s academic advisor, was a great 
influence. Nick remembers him saying, “If you are 
willing to take on responsibility, you will rise up 
around those you are working with” — sage advice 
Nick still carries with him.
Staking a Claim
During his senior year, Nick’s engineering  
class had the opportunity to tear apart a Saturn 
automobile, converting it into a hybrid-electric 
vehicle. (Amazingly, this project came as a grant 
from GM; only 12 universities in the United  
States were given this opportunity. Only God  
could have opened the door for an unaccredited, 
liberal arts engineering program to be part of this 
grant.) This hands-on experience was pivotal in 
Nick’s education at Cedarville. Together, his 
40-member class had to leverage internal and 
external resources to accomplish their task. The 
project culminated in a weeklong competition in 
Detroit, where the students competed against 
schools such as Stanford University, Cornell 
University, and the United States Naval Academy. 
The team earned a number of awards, but  
they also earned credibility for Cedarville’s 
untested program.
He didn’t know what  
to expect from 
Cedarville’s brand-new 
engineering program. 
So he took it for ...
a teSt drive
by Cheryl (Warren) Brugel ’90
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Putting training to Work
With a diploma in hand, Nick had no time to worry whether his education would stunt his 
future. He was hired by GM shortly after graduation to work in the safety division. GM was 
creating an entire air bag product line; the company needed quality engineers.
In the late ’90s, Nick was asked to take another step of faith. GM needed a liaison between the 
company’s engineering facilities in Dayton, Detroit, and a new plant in Matamoros, Mexico. This 
yearlong assignment would require a move to south Texas and crossing the border into Mexico each 
day. God used this position to sharpen Nick’s communication and cross-cultural skills. He enjoyed 
coming alongside the employees — leading, coaching, and encouraging them. During this time, 
Nick met his future wife, Nancy, at church, where she was involved in youth and music ministries. 
They married a year later and moved back to Ohio when Nick’s assignment in Mexico ended.
Nick’s time in Mexico served him well. When Delphi spun off from GM, they began supplying 
products to automakers around the world. Nick began working with technical centers in Germany, 
India, China, and Korea, collaboratively developing products that would be manufactured and sold 
worldwide. Being able to relate to people from different cultures and backgrounds proved vital to 
the design and launch process of new safety technology.
Starting a New Chapter
A few years later, Nick felt he had a secure job. As a manager in an engineering department,  
he had a good team and strong relationships with his supervisors. But none of that mattered in the 
spring of 2009 when Delphi decided to discontinue Nick’s product line. Faced with the possibility 
of losing his job, he began job hunting, but God was already working to provide for him.
A vice president at Delphi contacted a friend — the owner of Indiana Mills & Manufacturing, 
Incorporated (IMMI) in Indianapolis. IMMI is an industry leader in the design, testing, and 
manufacturing of advanced safety systems, producing hundreds of products for the commercial 
transportation sector. Would they have a need for highly trained engineers and managers? IMMI 
interviewed Nick, and he was offered a position even before production ceased on his product line.
Since fall 2009, Nick has been an IMMI engineering manager, overseeing a team of 24 
engineers doing safety product research and development for commercial vehicles. He shared, 
“God opened this door. I’m in a new environment but using my background from Delphi.” It was  
a position perfectly tailored for his capabilities and industry experience.
Now with 16 years of work experience behind him, Nick looks back on his Cedarville education 
with a new perspective. While he had originally questioned the value of a liberal arts education,  
he has since realized that he does much more than technical work. He reviews reports; he delivers 
presentations; he interviews future employees; and he interacts with people of many different 
cultures. His liberal arts classes prepared him for these roles. “Cedarville emphasized relationships 
with people, and to excel in the workplace, relationships are fundamental,” said Nick. “Because of 
my education at Cedarville, I was able to take on this kind of responsibility.”
God worked out the accreditation factor as well. In 1995, Cedarville’s engineering program 
became fully accredited, retroactively applying to the class of 1994. His education proved to be a 
sound springboard for him to earn his Master of Science degree in engineering from Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute and later complete the Duke Leadership Program at Duke University.
Clearly, the young engineering program had passed the test, joining the list of highly respected 
and challenging majors offered at Cedarville. Today, Nick has only high praise for the school he 
may have dismissed entirely if God had not prompted him to take a step of faith. 
Nick Awabdy ’94 was recently promoted to director of engineering at IMMI. He lives in Carmel, Indiana,  
with his wife, Nancy, and their daughters, Natalie (5), Nicole (3), and Nadia (3 months). You may contact  
him at nick.awabdy@imminet.com.
Cheryl (Warren) Brugel ’90 is a freelance writer living in Grand Rapids, Michigan, with her husband, Steve,  
and their four children. In addition to writing, she enjoys editing publications, such as The Journal of Biblical  
Integration in Business. You may contact her at scbrugel@yahoo.com.
“ Nick looks back 
on his Cedarville 
education with a 
new perspective.”
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I am absolutely amazed at the number of 
Americans who have no clue that abortions 
are performed throughout all nine months of 
pregnancy in this country. I lived through it!  
I was burned alive in my mother’s womb for 
18 hours. My medical records state: “born 
during saline abortion.” My birth certificate 
was signed by an abortionist. Is that not the 
vindication of almighty God?
As I have thought about my life, I think it’s 
akin to the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego because there was One who was 
like the Son of Man who was with them in the 
fire, and the fire did not harm them. I should 
be blind, burned, and dead. I should have 
burns all over my body, but I don’t. That is 
miraculous. I should have suffocated to death, 
but God just held me.
I find it interesting that there are many 
Christians who just want to talk about Jesus  
all day but don’t want to get involved in the 
politics and the public square. Think about 
this: Where are the key decisions made? 
When are they made? The heart of a nation 
unfolds in the political realm. We make 
legislation such as Roe v. Wade on the 
condition of our heart as a nation — on the 
spiritual condition of the nation.
This is my story. I was delivered so that I 
might preach the truth of Christ in my time.  
I was born alive. A nurse called an ambulance 
and had me transferred to a hospital. I 
weighed two pounds, and they said, “There  
is no way this girl is going to live.” After 
several months of not dying, they concluded 
that I had a tremendous will to live. At 17 
months old, I was diagnosed with what I 
consider to be the gift of cerebral palsy. Penny 
[my foster mother] took me in, and they said, 
“Gianna will never walk. She’s never going to 
progress. This is what she’s going to be.”
Penny worked with me three times a day 
and prayed. And that is what these foolish 
people always forget — the power of God.  
No human being can look at another human 
being and decide what they are going to be. 
That is reserved for Christ and Christ alone, 
and there is nothing impossible with God. I 
began to hold up my head, sit up, and walk.
I am God’s girl. He’s my mother and my 
father, and that can be really painful, but it 
can also be really glorious. The Lord can take 
tremendous adversity and make it something 
beautiful, if we choose not to be bitter. I have 
forgiven my biological mother for what she 
has done. I did not come from her. I came 
from God. So, no matter what your history,  
no matter your parents, no matter the unfair 
things that happen in life, no matter what, you 
are God’s, and no one can change what He has 
called you to be. It is up to you to say, “I will 
stand. I may be hurt, but the Lord will mend 
my broken heart, and I will press on for His 
glory. He will use my adversity as fuel to 
glorify His name. I belong to Him. I am  
held in His hands.”
Gianna Jessen is a Christian recording artist and pro-life 
activist. Visit her website at giannajessen.com.
I am God’s Girl
Gianna Jessen spoke in chapel on September 15, 2010. A survivor of a 
late-term abortion, she has spoken to Congress and many audiences about 
her experiences and unique pro-life perspective. Her visit was sponsored 
by student life and was part of the 2010 Health Care Ethics Conference. 
The following comes from her message. Gianna’s full message can be 
heard at wcdronline.com/chapel.
“ I should have suffocated to 
death, but God just held me.”
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In the mid-1970s, Cedarville contributed to a cutting-edge project along 
with other libraries in Ohio to create the country’s first online library catalog. 
using one of the first computers to grace Cedarville’s campus, library 
workers entered thousands of records into the database.
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Honoring a Life’s Work
by Carol Lee ’96
Few people are fortunate enough to enjoy  
a 40-year career in a field they love, but Dewey 
Winchester was a fortunate man. A veteran of 
World War II, he attended North Carolina State 
University on the G.I. Bill, earning a degree  
in engineering. He got a job with a firm in 
Charlotte where he built a long career as a 
mechanical engineer specializing in HVAC 
operations. “He had a passion for engineering,” 
his son, Greg, recalled. “I remember playing  
with his slide rule and looking at the plans and 
specs he had laid out on the dining room table. 
It was clear from the way he talked about his 
different projects that he loved his work.”
Greg didn’t share his father’s passion for 
engineering and instead pursued a degree in 
finance at The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill (UNC). While Greg was a student, 
his father worked on a project at UNC, and  
they enjoyed spending time together on Greg’s 
campus. “Even though I barely understood  
what he was working on,” Greg said, “he was 
doing work he loved.”
When his father passed away in 1997, Greg 
wanted to do something special to honor him, 
but he didn’t know quite how, when, or what. 
He wanted to wait for the right opportunity  
and the right timing.
Discovering an Academic Gift
The engineering gene resurfaced in the 
Winchester family. In 2004, Greg’s oldest  
son, Dustin ’10, enrolled in the mechanical 
engineering program at Cedarville. In his son’s 
phone calls home, Greg heard a familiar passion 
for the engineering projects Dustin was part  
of at Cedarville.
For four years, Dustin worked on the SAE 
Supermileage team. He gained experience in 
engine development and chassis and body 
construction. As a team leader his fourth year, 
he worked on the steering kinematics. He and 
the team represented Cedarville three times  
at the Shell Eco-marathon at the California 
Motor Speedway and twice at the Eaton Proving 
Grounds in Michigan. As a fifth-year senior, 
Dustin co-led a Formula SAE team and was 
responsible for the drivetrain subteam.
“I saw what these projects meant to my  
son and his classmates,” Greg said. “They  
were being challenged to integrate academic 
principles with practical, hands-on skills.” Greg 
was also impressed by the faculty involvement 
in his son’s education and the overall caliber of 
the engineering program. “Each time Cedarville 
students compete favorably with larger, more 
established universities, their success raises the 
profile of both the engineering program and the 
University,” he said.
Cedarville students are working on  
cutting-edge projects that uncover solutions  
to real-world problems like clean energy. “It’s 
exciting to see the clear impact of what young 
engineers can do,” Greg said. “Investing in their 
demonstrated potential is going to produce 
tremendous long-term benefits. More and more, 
I believe our country’s energy problems will be 
solved by engineers rather than politicians.”
Three generations of Winchesters 
Top: Dewey and his son, Greg, at  
their home
Bottom: Greg and his son, Dustin ’10,  
at graduation
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establishing a Memorial endowment
As Dustin completed his senior year at Cedarville, Greg sensed 
that he had found the right opportunity and the right time to make 
his memorial gift. “The connections between my father and my son 
and the way the faculty had taken an interest in his success all came 
together in a way that made it clear: this was the time, and this was 
the place,” he said. Shortly before Dustin’s graduation, Greg honored 
his father by establishing the Winchester Engineering Fund.
Greg’s decision to support engineering projects at Cedarville was 
influenced by his appreciation for the University, the engineering 
program, and its faculty. “I know what the projects mean to the 
program and to the students,” he said. “I wanted this gift to help  
give the department stronger financial footing.”
Greg’s gift has been invested by the University and will 
accumulate interest to help fund ongoing engineering projects and 
competitions. The endowment will produce a perpetual revenue 
source that will help fund hands-on experiences for tomorrow’s 
engineers. Others may contribute to the Winchester Engineering 
Fund, increasing the long-term value of this gift.
This endowment is the first of its kind for the engineering 
program, and that was part of the appeal when Greg worked with 
Cedarville’s gift planning team to draw up the plans. “I appreciated 
the flexibility and creativity of the gift planning staff to work with me 
to accomplish exactly what I wanted this gift to do,” he said. “It was 
fun to collaborate and learn how the endowment would work to help 
the engineering program in a brand-new way.”
Celebrating a Faithful Man
“I enjoy giving, and I love joyful giving even more,” Greg said. 
“Establishing this endowment was truly a joyful experience. My dad 
was a strong believer. He was known for that. I know he would be 
pleased not only to know this endowment was made to honor his 
life’s work, but that it was made at a university that honors his life’s 
commitment to Christ.”
Making this gift even more special, Greg worked on the 
endowment together with his son. Dustin is named as a trustee  
of the fund and will receive annual progress reports about its 
investment growth, payments made to the engineering program,  
and how they will be used to advance the program. Greg’s gift has 
created a special way for his son to steward his grandfather’s legacy  
at Cedarville in the lives of engineering students.
“My grandfather was a great man,” Dustin said. “He spent hours 
with the grandkids — telling us stories and entertaining us with 
jokes. He was an engineer and an active member in his church and 
community. Making this gift is our way of remembering him. I look 
forward to receiving updates from the University about how the 
endowment will be used. It’s encouraging to know that something 
that was so instrumental in my life will be there for others to enjoy.”
“The academic experience Dustin had at Cedarville was 
outstanding,” Greg said, “and he grew spiritually through ministry 
opportunities and his Bible minor. Where else can you find that 
combination? His engineering projects, faculty, and classmates 
allowed him to realize his God-given potential. As a parent, that’s 
what you hope for in your son’s education.” 
To learn more about how you can make a memorial gift or endowment, visit  
cedarville.edu/giftlegacy. To contribute to the Winchester Engineering Fund,  
call 1-800-766-1115 to speak with our experienced gift planning staff.
Carol Lee ’96 is the senior communication specialist in marketing and also serves  
as managing editor for Inspire. You may contact her at carollee@cedarville.edu.
“ Greg’s gift has created a special way for his son  
to steward his grandfather’s legacy at Cedarville  
in the lives of engineering students.”
A NYO N E  C A N  E N G I N E E R  A We’l l  provide the tools  you need:
  Monthly  eNews with t imely  f inancia l  updates
  Award-winning website  with gi f t  law information  
for  profess ional  advisors
  Easy-to -use gi f t  p lanning calculator
  Complimentar y  wi l ls  guide
  Exper ienced staf f  ready to  speak with you
Bui ld  your  plan at  cedar vi l le.edu/gif t legac y  
 1 - 8 0 0 - 7 6 6 - 1 1 1 5
M argaret  (Stowell )  Wheeler  ‘64 
Associate  Professor  of  
Communication Ar ts
advancing Cedarvi l le
    
    
 
This fall marked 28 years since this green 
freshman from southern Indiana showed up on 
campus excited to become an engineer! I didn’t  
know what an engineer did, and at that time, 
Cedarville College only had a two-year pre-
engineering program. After those first two years,  
I changed my major to mathematics, and the rest,  
as they say, is history.
I have come a long way since then — and so  
has Cedarville’s engineering program!
In fall of 1982, I started with just a handful  
of classmates. Since then, the engineering and 
computer science department has become the  
largest on campus. And thanks to experienced 
leadership and vision, the program has earned  
a national reputation for excellence.
In the freshman class, when one in four  
men declares an engineering major, you’ve got a 
significant population of students influencing the 
campus culture. In its 18th year, the cardboard  
canoe race has become one of the most popular 
events of homecoming weekend. Engineering 
freshmen must build canoes out of cardboard and 
tape and sail them across Cedar Lake. Spectators 
rally behind the teams in the sinking ships, so 
professors make the guidelines a little tougher every 
year to guarantee a fun, crowd-pleasing event.
It was exciting to see the entire campus engaged 
in this year’s homecoming festivities, from students 
and faculty to the event planners, grounds crews, and 
catering staff. Jeff Woodcock ’72, Dan Barfell ’85, 
Karla Herdzik ’05, and DeMaurice (De) Smith ’85, 
alumnus of the year, were featured chapel speakers 
during Alumni Week. You can hear their messages  
at wcdronline.com/chapel. Leading music were 
Colby ’08 and Brittany (Beals) Taylor ’09 on Tuesday; 
Andrew Sweigard ’07, John Silfies ’07, and their 
band, Hours Before Morning, on Wednesday; and 
Isaac Pittman ’06 on Thursday.
Many alumni joined us for Friday’s Homecoming 
Chapel when we honored Dr. and Mrs. Paul Dixon 
for their recent 50th wedding anniversary. Dr. Dixon 
has provided more than 30 years of leadership to  
the University as president and chancellor. When 
visitors come to our campus, they see the product of 
his vision for a world-class education grounded in 
biblical truth — an education with “quality stamped 
all over it.”
From my days as a pre-engineering student to 
my work as director of alumni relations, God has 
been directing my steps and using Cedarville to 
refine my life.
Even now, God is directing the steps of today’s 
freshman students as they begin their education at 
Cedarville. It is exciting to think how God may use 
them like He is using Nick Awabdy ’94 (page 22), 
Debbie Pittman ’99 (page 14), and Chris Zitzmann ’05 
(page 19), alumni who are bringing help and hope to 
the world.
As De Smith said in chapel, your journey  
begins when you take a step of faith. This is true 
whether you are the executive director of the NFL 
Players Association, a wind engineer with GE, a 
first-semester freshman, or someone reading this 
Inspire. In all your ways acknowledge Christ, and  
He will direct your paths.
Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations
“ From my days as  
a pre-engineering 
student to my 
work as director  
of alumni relations, 
God has been 
directing my  
steps and using 
Cedarville to  
refine my life.”
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1960s
Classmates from ’64 and friends meet 
annually for a weekend in the spring to share 
and encourage each other. Shipshewana, 
Indiana, is becoming a favorite spot to retreat.
1970s
Charles Williams ’72 returned from his 
second summer short-term missions trip  
to Mongolia, where he built relationships  
with young people through basketball  
and volleyball camps. Several campers 
accepted Christ. Charles is married to  
Donna (Bingham) ’73.
Bob Gillespie ’77 represents Answers in 
Genesis, an apologetics ministry dedicated  
to defending creation and founded by Ken 
Ham. After eight years of teaching at Christian 
international schools in Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, 
and Niger, Bob now speaks on behalf of the 
organization at conferences and other venues.
chapter focus — atlanta
“For it’s root, root, root for the  
home team!” Mark McDaniel ’05 and 
Brittany (Smith) Napier ’00, alumni 
council member, greeted Cedarville 
alumni in Atlanta, Georgia, for a Gwinnett Braves doubleheader. The 
crew didn’t let the rain dampen their spirits as their team tallied a win 
and a loss against the Durham Bulls. To view photos from the game, visit 
cedarville.edu/alumnievents and click the link under “Previous  
Event Photos.”
Well-attended alumni events in Atlanta led to the formation of  
the Atlanta Alumni Chapter in 2008. Under Brittany’s leadership and 
great alumni involvement, the chapter has facilitated opportunities for 
generations of alumni to get acquainted, network, and even connect  
with area churches. “It’s exciting to reconnect with local alumni,” said 
Brittany. “People are often surprised by how many other Cedarville 
graduates live nearby. These events help rekindle memories and remind 
everyone that our shared Cedarville experience connects us for more 
than just the few years on campus.”
Learn more about alumni chapters and find one in your area! Visit 
cedarville.edu/alumni/chapters. If you would like to help organize  
a chapter or plan an event, contact Mark, coordinator for regional  
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1980s
Rob ’89 and Michelle (Dalton) Paswaters ’90 
live in Kissimmee, Florida, with their three 
girls, Kate (12), Meg (9), and Sofia (3). Rob is  
a senior director at a hospital, and Michelle is 
a counselor at a community college.
1990s
Michael Boyes ’92 received his Doctor of 
Ministry degree in May 2010 from Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary. He and his 
wife, Tracy (Justice) ’94, live in Bellevue, 
Ohio, where Mike is pastor of Bellevue Alliance 
Church. They have a daughter, Kelsy (13).
Butch Davis ’92 is the assistant dean of 
ministries at Word of Life Bible Institute in 
Schroon Lake, New York. He and his family  
spend their summers at the Word of  
Life Ranch managing the operations of  
the children’s camp. He and his wife,  
Dawn (Hicks) ’90, just celebrated 18 years  
of marriage. They have three children,  
Emma (12), Liam (8), and Chloe (5).
Matt Martens ’93 graduated from Dallas 
Theological Seminary in May 2010 with a 
Master of Biblical Studies degree. He and  
his wife, Wendy (Walters) ’94, have three 
children, Ian (11), Emily (8), and Evan (3).  
Read about Matt’s recent appointment to the 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission  
on page 39.
Christopher ’95 and Joanna (Grissom)  
ehlers ’95 announce the birth of Sparrow 
Elisabeth on April 1, 2009. Chris is a chemist, 
and Joanna worked as a special needs 
assistant but now stays home in Xenia, Ohio.
Taryn (Campbell) Hofert ’96 and her 
husband, Scott, have worked at their church in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, for five years. Scott 
is a co-pastor, and Taryn serves part time. This 
past summer, she recorded a worship album 
of her songs entitled Love & Justice. They 
have two boys, Colsen (6) and Keane (2).
recent events
July 20 — Boston Chapter Event
Alumni, prospective students, and parents gathered 
for a casual evening at Bloc 11 Café in Somerville, 
Massachusetts. HeartSong provided live music.
July 30 — Portland, Oregon
At the second alumni event in Portland, alumni 
and parents shared Cedarville stories over burgers 
and dogs, hot off the grill.
July 24 — Seattle Chapter Event
A fun group came out to the ball game to cheer  
on the Tacoma Rainiers! Mark McDaniel ’05 and 
Jeff Beste ’87 hosted the event and joined the 
chapter in welcoming several Seattle-area 
freshmen to the Cedarville family.
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Andrea (schimmenti) Pacecca ’96 received 
her Master of Mathematics Education degree 
from Western Governors University in 2010. 
She teaches high school math and serves  
as the math department chair. She and her 
husband live in Largo, Florida.
Keely (Waibel) Henthorn ’97 and her 
husband, Curtis, announce the birth of  
Keltie Charlotte on April 22, 2010. She was 
welcomed home by Crew (3). They reside in 
Anthem, Arizona, where Keely works from 
home as a lawyer’s malpractice insurance 
underwriter. Curtis is a salesman for Pac-Van.
Joy (Beitler) Kramer ’97 and her husband, 
Jeff, announce the birth of Julia Kathleen on 
March 31, 2010. Her brothers, Cole (4) and 
Evan (3), welcomed her home. Jeff works  
at Watermark Community Church in Dallas, 
Texas, and Joy works part time as a licensed 
professional counselor.
Melissa (sprankle) Rice ’97 and her husband, 
Daniel, announce the birth of Jillian Grace. 
She was born on April 29, 2009, and joined 
her brothers, Jayden (6) and Jackson (3).  
They reside in Lititz, Pennsylvania, where 
Daniel works at Calvary Church in Lancaster, 
and Melissa stays home with the children.
David Hofert ’98 and his wife, Debbie, 
announce the birth of Grace Elaine. She was 
born on September 28, 2009.
Chris ’98 and Jody (Hovis) Vitarelli ’98 
announce the birth of Sofia Loretta on 
October 30, 2009. Her siblings, Gabriel (9), 
Angelina (6), and Landon (3), love having a 
new baby sister. The Vitarellis are church 
planters in Fenton, Michigan.
sheryl (Buckley) Fessler ’99 and her husband, 
Andrew, announce the birth of Lauren Corinne 
on June 9, 2010. She joined her brothers,  
David (4) and Jacob (2). They reside in 
Waynesville, Ohio, where Andrew is an IT 
director, and Sheryl is a stay-at-home mom.
Dan ’99 and summer (schafer) Forness ’98 
announce the birth of Micah Daniel. He was 
born on January 13, 2009, and welcomed 
home by Sarah (4). They reside in Pewaukee, 
Wisconsin, where Dan is the worship pastor at 
Spring Creek Church. Summer serves at home.
lara Gyurik ’99 and Rudy Marciano were 
married on June 12, 2009. They live in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where Rudy is  
in medical school, and Lara is in sales and 
recruiting. In September 2009, Lara suffered 
cardiac arrest, and Rudy saved her life by 
performing CPR. Three heart surgeries later, 
she praises the Lord for her perfect health.
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Josh ’99 and Caren (Furst) Michael ’00 
announce the birth of Ethan Joshua on  
August 23, 2009. He was welcomed home by 
Tommy (3), Sam (2), and Nate (2). They live in 
Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania, where Josh is a 
library director, and Caren is a part-time nurse.
lindsey (Mitchell) Yordy ’99 and her husband, 
Dave, announce the birth of Jonathan Andrew 
on September 30, 2009. He joined his brother 
Zach. Dave owns a landscaping business, and 
Lindsey teaches physical education. They live 
in Wichita, Kansas.
2000s
Derek ’00 and Rachel (Griffin) Chandler ’99 
announce the birth of Emileigh Joy on August 
27, 2007. She was welcomed home by Alexis, 
Lydia, and Breanna. Her family appreciates the 
many prayers for Emileigh, who was born with 
spina bifida. They live in Delton, Michigan.
Jordan ’00 and Jennifer (Ferguson) Culp ’00 
announce the birth of Charles Theodore on 
August 3, 2010. He was welcomed home by 
big sister Amelia. The Culps celebrated their 
10th wedding anniversary on July 22. Jordan 
is employed at DuPont Capital Management, 
and Jenn stays at home with their children. 
They reside in Downingtown, Pennsylvania.
Tim ’00 and Kim (McKenzie) lehr ’99 
announce the birth of Nathan Timothy on 
October 9, 2009. He was welcomed home  
by big brother Matthew (3). They live in  
North Ridgeville, Ohio, where Tim is a  
network administrator at Hyland Software,  
and Kim stays at home with the kids.
lonnie Nolt ’00 and his wife, Mandy, 
announce the birth of their daughter,  
Corbyn Renee, on January 20, 2010. Mandy  
is an accreditation specialist at Cedarville.
August 7 — Los Angeles Chapter Event
Dr. Diane (Conrad) Merchant ’78, professor of 
communication arts, met up with former  
students and fellow alumni on a sunny  
California afternoon at the park.
recent events
August 7 — Colorado Chapter Event
Jeff ’87 and Shelley (Fox) Beste ’95 greeted  
alumni and guests at the scenic Palmer Lake  
Park in Colorado Springs. The weather was  
perfect for a summer picnic.
August 11 — Greenville Chapter Event
Special thanks to Kim Jenerette ’83 for hosting  
a gathering of alumni and friends at his home in 
Greenville, South Carolina. Guests especially 
enjoyed going for a swim in his pool.
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Heath ’00 and erin (stuenzi) Runkles ’99 
announce the adoption of Tabitha Xinfang  
on October 26, 2009. She was born in Baoji, 
China, on May 10, 2007. Her big brothers, 
Ethan and Jesse, are excited to have a  
little sister and enjoyed the trip to China  
to welcome her to the family.
erin Tuinstra ’00 and Jason Lawyer were 
married on June 19, 2010, in Mattawan, 
Michigan. The couple now resides near 
Mooresville, Indiana.
Ben Keener ’01 and his wife, Emily, announce 
the birth of James Andrew on December 29, 
2009. Ben is a clinical psychologist, and Emily 
enjoys taking a break from teaching to care for 
James. They live in Lebanon, Pennsylvania.
erin (lee) Medley ’01 and her husband,  
Joel, announce the birth of Campbell Elyse  
on March 6, 2010. She was welcomed home 
by her brother, Brandt (2). Erin enjoys staying 
home with the kids, and Joel is a consultant 
with the North Carolina Department of  
Public Instruction.
lori (Turner) Pavelka ’01 and her husband, 
Ondra, announce the birth of Olivia Hope  
on May 1, 2010. After living in the Czech 
Republic since their marriage in December 
2006, they are now living in the States.
Tim sutton ’01 and his wife, Melissa, 
announce the birth of Logan on January 3, 
2010. They reside in Hawaii, where Tim is 
stationed at Hickam Air Force Base. Melissa 
taught elementary school for three years and 
now enjoys staying home with Logan.
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Exercising Her Faith
Melissa (Turnick) Harris ’02 has fused her athletic training career with her desire to reach others for Christ. She serves 
as a fitness manager at Southeast Christian Church, a large assembly in Louisville, Kentucky. The church offers sports and 
fitness programs to connect people with each other and, ultimately, with Jesus Christ. Shortly after she joined the church 
staff, Melissa was invited to help lead a fitness camp in Poland through PROeM, a nonprofit Christian ministry in Warsaw. 
The organization combines biblical teaching with sports and recreation to promote fitness and spiritual growth.
Since 2007, Melissa has led four fitness camp teams to Poland, offering classes and workshops; providing fitness  
testing and special speakers; and taking campers bike riding, rock climbing, and swimming. The activities give the team 
opportunities to invest in lives on physical and spiritual levels. “I am blown away by the relationships that have been built  
in just three short years,” Melissa said. “Some of the ladies have not missed a camp since it began. It is the only time many  
of them have an opportunity to be encouraged in their faith and be surrounded by other believers.”
In October 2009, Melissa married Mike Harris, who shares her passion for fitness. Together they are starting a sports 
conditioning and training business to reach inner-city children. Besides teaching valuable life lessons, the couple wants to 
give children hope for their future and open doors to college.
“I wouldn’t trade these years of ministry for anything,” Melissa said. “God is always faithful, and He tells us in  
2 Corinthians that when we are weak, He is strong. I have rested on this verse many times!”
You may contact Melissa at mharris@secc.org.
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Angela (Borsos) Wale ’01 and her husband, 
Nathan, live in Germantown, Ohio. Angela is a 
director of nursing, and she was awarded the 
2010 Dayton Business Journal Forty under 40 
Award. Nathan is a police officer. They have 
two daughters, Breanna (5) and Alivia (2).
Brian Basner ’02 and his wife, Jennifer, 
announce the birth of Caden Jonathan on 
January 7, 2010. His middle name was given in 
honor of Brian’s brother, Jonathan Basner ’98, 
who passed away last year after a four-year 
fight with cancer. They live in Maple Shade, 
New Jersey, where Brian is a senior financial 
analyst, and Jennifer is a third-grade teacher.
Rachel (Frey) Harshbarger ’02 and her 
husband, Ryan, announce the birth of Jackson 
Edward on March 22, 2010. He joined Abigail 
Grace (3) in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Rachel is a 
kindergarten teacher, and Ryan is a technician.
elizabeth (steenwyk) Krol ’02 and her 
husband, Mike, announce the births of  
Caleb Donald and Logan Harold, born  
on November 29, 2009. Mike is a farmer,  
and Elizabeth is a stay-at-home mom  
and self-employed portrait photographer. 
They reside in Zeeland, Michigan.
edward low ’02 and Shiopei Cheng were 
married on January 2, 2010. They live  
near Baltimore, Maryland, where Edward  
is a system administrator for Cybercore 
Technologies, and Shiopei is a customer 
service analyst for Under Armour. They enjoy 
working in the youth ministry at their church.
sarah (Weaver) Florea ’03 and her husband, 
Teodor, announce the birth of Owen Josiah on 
December 18, 2009. Sarah graduated in May 
2010 with her master’s degree in reading from 
Concordia University. They reside in the 
Chicago, Illinois, area.
recent events
August 14 — Raleigh Chapter Event
Stephanie (King) Minier ’05 caught up with alumni 
and friends in Raleigh, North Carolina, for a 
picnic. Students in the alumni organization DAE 
helped run the event as part of their fall retreat.
August 14 — Charlotte, North Carolina
Jeff Beste ’87 brought the Chick-fil-A and  
provided a campus update at a gathering  
of Cedarville friends at Calvary Church, a 
beautiful, window-filled church in Charlotte.
August 28 — Charleston, West Virginia
Dr. Paul Dixon hosted this event at Bible Center 
Church, where he is serving as interim pastor.  
The group enjoyed an update and Q&A with  
the chancellor and time to visit with alumni  
and parents.
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steve McClure ’03 and his wife, Kathy, 
announce the birth of Caleb Michael on 
December 17, 2009. Steve is a digital 
engineer for General Dynamics, and Kathy  
is a stay-at-home mom. They reside in 
Ephrata, Pennsylvania.
Kelly (schriemer) Bagley ’04 and her 
husband, Rick, announce the birth of  
Evelyn Kate. She was born on  
March 27, 2010.
stephanie (Taylor) Monroe ’04 and her 
husband, Chad, announce the birth of  
Mya Elizabeth on December 30, 2009. They 
are currently living in Ft. Drum, New York, 
where Chad is commanding an aviation  
troop in 6-6 CAV/10th mountain division. 
Stephanie enjoys staying at home with Mya 
and their other daughter, Addison.
Gillian (Mocas) Nance ’04 and her husband, 
Bill, announce the birth of Isaac Coleman on 
July 23, 2010. He was welcomed home by his 
siblings, Marissa (3) and Isaiah (2).
Jon ’04 and Rachael (Castro) Oren ’05 
welcomed their son, Mekonen Jack, home 
from Ethiopia on August 30, 2009. He was 
born on December 28, 2008. They live in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, where Jon is in social 
work as a housing case manager. Rachael is 
close to completion of a Master of Education 
degree from Cedarville and enjoys being a 
stay-at-home mom.
eric ’04 and sarah (sanders) schroeder ’04 
announce the birth of Joshua Ethan on 
February 11, 2010. They reside in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, where they both work for Heritage 
Christian Schools.
Nathanael Dewhurst ’05 and Andrea  
Barnett ’06 were married on April 24, 2010,  
in Schenectady, New York. They live near 
Boston, Massachusetts.
Rachel (Johnson) Doyle ’05 and her husband, 
Benjamin, announce the birth of Eli Benjamin 
on August 23, 2009. They reside in Norfolk, 
Virginia, where Rachel works part time as a 
pediatric oncology nurse.
stuart II ’05 and Hannah (Ballou) sheldon ’04 
announce the birth of Robert William on  
June 18, 2010. He joined brother Stuart III (1) 
near Rosewood, Ohio. While Hannah is 
enjoying life as a stay-at home mom, Stuart II 
is a design engineer for KTH Parts Industries 
and works with Honda to design new vehicles.
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Josh ’06 and Jamie (Morrow) Clore ’07 
announce the birth of Abigail Grace on  
May 24, 2010.
Kyle ’06 and Megan (Heagy) Ferguson ’06 
announce the birth of Seth Isaac. He was born 
on September 9, 2009. Kyle teaches eighth-
grade math, and Megan works part time as  
a nurse. They reside in Xenia, Ohio.
sarah Jett ’06 and Peter Flanagan were 
married on March 27, 2010, in La Grange, 
Illinois. Sarah teaches piano, and Peter is  
a computer engineer at Katten Muchin 
Rosenman, LLP.
Abbey Kauffman ’06 and Nate Orlowski  
were married on September 26, 2009. They 
live in Telford, Pennsylvania, where Nate is  
a high school English teacher. Abbey teaches 
part time at an elementary school and runs  
a music studio out of their home.
A.J. Clemans ’07 and Alison Kearney ’10 
were married on June 12, 2010. A.J. is 
currently pursuing a career with Chick-fil-A. 
They reside in Brunswick, Ohio.
Kyu-Bum Kim ’07 and Anna smith ’07  
were married on July 11, 2009. They live in 
Mount Vernon, Ohio, where Anna teaches 
high school Spanish, and Kyu is a graphic 
designer for Abbott Industries.
recent events
September 11 — Mansfield, Ohio
Pastor Tim Armstrong ’89 opened his church, 
Crossroads Community Church, for a gathering  
of alumni and friends. Dr. Bill Brown greeted 
guests and brought campus news from Cedarville.
October 7 — Washington, D.C., Chapter Event
Dr. Bill Brown, Lew Gibbs, and other Cedarville  
staff enjoyed interesting conversations with alumni  
at the offices of the NFL Players Association.  
Guests included several past and current alumni  
award recipients.
alumni enews
staying connected to your alma mater is an 
important step in making the most of your 
Cedarville experience!
To help you do that, we offer a free alumni newsletter, 
sent to your e-mail account every month. Quick and 
easy to read, Alumni eNews is a great way to find out 
what’s happening at Cedarville, learn about upcoming 
events, and see what other alumni are doing around  
the world.
To subscribe to the newsletter and read any past 
editions you missed, visit cedarville.edu/enews.
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Alumnus of the Year
DeMaurice Smith ’85
Since 2009, DeMaurice (De) Smith has been 
serving as the executive director of the NFL Players 
Association, having been unanimously elected by a 
board of active player representatives. The Players 
Association represents all NFL players, both past  
and present, giving De a unique opportunity to 
display his faith and testimony on the national  
and international stage.
While studying political science at Cedarville,  
De was a four-year member of the varsity track  
and field team, earning recognition as an NCCAA 
All-American. After graduating from the University of 
Virginia School of Law, he held prestigious positions 
as a federal prosecutor and then a trial lawyer. In 
2010, he was selected for the Hall of Excellence by 
the Ohio Foundation of Independent Colleges. At the 
induction, he said, “Cedarville College turned a kid 
who really didn’t want to go to Cedarville College 
into not only a believer, but a believer in everything 
the college stands for.”
De lives in Bethesda, Maryland, with his wife, 
Karen, and their two children, Elizabeth and Alex.
Young Alumnus of the Year
Brandon Colas ’06
God calls us to the front lines of the battle, and 
for some, the command is literal. Captain Brandon 
Colas (U.S. Army) is one of more than 250 Cedarville 
alumni who serve the Lord and our country in the 
United States military. After suffering an injury 
during his first tour in Iraq, he returned, spending 
much of his time “outside of the wire,” driving and 
sometimes flying around western Baghdad.
“In a sentence, Brandon epitomizes the Christian 
soldier,” said the graduate who nominated Brandon. 
“He lives out his faith in a real and true manner.”
While studying English and history at Cedarville, 
Brandon was involved as a writing center tutor and  
an ROTC Cadet Battalion Commander. “I can think 
of no better preparation for being in the Army than 
being at Cedarville,” he said. “The critical thinking 
skills I learned and developed … have been vital to 
my work in various Army positions.”
Since his commission into the Army, Brandon has 
been awarded the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, the Expert Infantryman’s 
Badge, and the Parachutist Badge.
He and his wife, Bethany (Deidel) ’08, live in 
Arizona where Brandon will soon enter the Captain’s 
Career Course at Fort Huachuca.
Alumni Impact Award
Mark Fisher ’84
As a teenager, Mark Fisher learned how powerful 
camp experiences can be. During college, he 
recognized his desire to influence others through 
camp programs. He now serves as the president and 
head innovation coach of Sandy Cove Ministries, a 
Christian conference and retreat center in Maryland.
 “Mark loves to glorify God in all that he does, 
and he has a huge heart for his family, friends, and 
work,” observed a recent Cedarville graduate who 
nominated Mark for this award.
“As a staff member, I can personally attest to  
the fact that his leadership and teaching has changed 
my life, the lives of my co-workers, and the lives of 
countless men, women, and children who come to 
Sandy Cove,” added another.
Mark resides in Elkton, Maryland, with his  
wife, Lori, and their five children.
Alumni Impact Award
Karla Herdzik ’05
Ministry can take many forms, as political  
science and criminal justice graduate Karla Herdzik 
has learned. She currently serves as an intelligence 
analyst with the U.S. Army’s Intelligence and  
Security Command. She accepted the position after 
spending four years as a terrorism analyst at the 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA). While at the 
DIA, Karla deployed to both Iraq and Afghanistan 
and served on a rotation with the Joint Staff in  
the Pentagon.
“My ministry isn’t what you’d traditionally expect, 
but I’ve learned to make a difference when and 
where I can,” Karla said. A top student during her 
college years, she has maintained her ties with her 
alma mater by serving as a helpful resource to 
students desiring to work in government and by 
returning to speak in Dr. Frank Jenista’s classes.
Karla has been awarded the Joint Civilian Service 
Achievement Award for her work in Iraq and the 
Joint Civilian Service Commendation Medal for her 
work in Afghanistan. Now, she’s working on a master’s 
degree at the American Military University.
Her husband, Noel, is a veteran of the Marines. 
The couple lives in Alexandria, Virginia.
Honorary Alumnus Award
Duane Wood
A member of the Cedarville family for nearly  
25 years, Duane Wood has played a vital role in the 
growth of the academic division. Through his skilled 
leadership as academic vice president, Cedarville  
has positioned itself as a leader in Christian higher 
education, establishing world-class programs in  
many fields. Duane is now in his sixth year as 
executive director of program development, a  
role in which he led the development of the new 
school of pharmacy and the new industrial and 
innovative design program. He also serves as 
professor of management.
Over the course of his career, Duane has 
conducted management training and development 
sessions and served as a consultant to businesses  
and nonprofit organizations. He has been involved in 
volunteer service with many different organizations 
and ministries and is currently on the board of 
trustees of both Jerusalem University College and  
the Kettering College of Medical Arts.
Duane’s wife, Sherrie, serves as an administrative 
assistant in campus recreation and facilities. Duane 
and Sherrie live in Beavercreek, Ohio, and have  
three children and six grandchildren.
Distinguished Service Award
Joanna Stevens
Joanna Stevens was a longtime friend of 
Cedarville. She and her husband, Trustee Al Stevens, 
have provided numerous scholarships for students,  
as well as generous contributions toward building 
projects, including the Stevens Student Center. In 
1995, Cedarville named them as honorary alumni.
For 30 years, Joanna worked alongside her 
husband at Opex Corporation, serving as the head  
of human resources and accounting. She was a 
member of The Gideons International and hosted 
many church functions for Sunday school, youth 
groups, and deacons. Joanna was mother to two sons, 
Mark ’81 and David ’83, and grandmother to six. 
Joanna’s love for and dedication to Cedarville has  
had a profound influence on thousands of students 
who have come to this campus, though they may 
never have met her personally.
Joanna passed away in January 2010. Her 
husband, Al, accepted the Distinguished Service 
Award on her behalf.
2010 Alumni Award Winners
Back row, left to right: Mark  
Fisher ’84, Brandon Colas ’06,  
Karla Herdzik ’05, and Duane Wood  
Front row: DeMaurice Smith ’85  
and Al Stevens
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April (Davoli) Parr ’07 co-authored an  
article recently published in the Cancer 
Chemotherapy and Pharmacology journal. 
April teaches at the University of Pittsburgh. 
She and her husband, Anthony, were married 
on June 19, 2010. Anthony is in medical 
school at the University of Pittsburgh.
Andrew sweigard ’07 and John silfies ’07 
announce that their band, Hours Before 
Morning, recently released an album through 
the Christian record label Tate Music Group.
Deborah Young ’07 received a master’s 
degree in May 2010 from Trinity International 
University. She graduated summa cum laude.
Jonathan Banks ’08 and sarah Niedermayer ’08 
were married on October 10, 2009. They live 
in Cedarville, Ohio, where Jonathan is a fraud 
analyst with the Ohio Attorney General’s 
Office, and Sarah is the resident director of 
Maddox Hall at Cedarville.
Jeremy Miller ’08 and Amanda Brumbaugh ’07 
were married on August 2, 2008. They reside 
in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Adam ’08 and Amy (shallenberger)  
Wood ’08 announce the births of their sons. 
Isaiah Joseph was born on October 20, 2008, 
and Judah Elias was born on October 25, 
2009. Adam is a millwork specialist at The 
Home Depot, and Amy enjoys being a wife 
and mother. They live in Dublin, Ohio.
Alex Durbin ’09 and Cynthia Davies ’09  
were married on October 3, 2009. Alex is  
a financial advisor for Edward Jones. Cynthia 
is pursuing a master’s degree while working  
as a shift supervisor for Starbucks. They reside 
in Marion, Ohio.
January 13
San Antonio, Texas | Regional Event
January 14
Houston, Texas | Chapter Event
January 21–22
Alumni Basketball Weekend, Cedarville, Ohio
January 29
Cincinnati, Ohio | Chapter Event
March 5
Naples, Florida | Regional Event
March 7
Miami, Florida | Regional Event
March 12
Orlando, Florida | Chapter Event
June 17–19
Ontario, Canada | All-Alumni Trip to Stratford 
Shakespeare Festival
For more events, visit cedarville.edu/alumnievents.
(All event information is subject to change.)
Brian Hartsell ’03 is seen here at Pictured Rocks 
National Lakeshore in Michigan. This photo made  
him the overall winner of last year’s contest!
The spring 2011 issue will feature winners of the 
annual “Where in the World Is Cedarville?” photo 
contest. While you’re enjoying a vacation or gathering 
with friends and family, wear a Cedarville shirt or 
jacket and take a photo. Winners will receive $50  
gift certificates. Submission deadline is February 1.  




 If you’re a Facebook enthusiast, search for 
“Cedarville University Alumni Association”  
to connect with old classmates and meet new 
friends. See upcoming events and browse 
photos from past ones. Become a fan today!
Want to stay even more current? Search for 
“CVilleAlumni” on Twitter. Start following now  
and enjoy updates from alumni relations.
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If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please e-mail us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
Alum Appointed to Prestigious Government Position
The U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has announced that Matt Martens ’93 has been named Chief Litigation 
Counsel of the Division of Enforcement. In this position, he will supervise the SEC’s trial unit, which consists of approximately  
35 attorneys. The unit prosecutes cases brought by the SEC against people and companies who violate securities laws.
According to Matt, the financial crisis of recent years has brought increased attention to the SEC and increased scrutiny  
of its trial unit. He realizes the public expects people who have violated the 
securities laws and played a part in the recession to be held accountable.
“That’s a great deal of responsibility on my unit and, as a result, on me,”  
said Matt. “At the same time, it’s exciting to know that your work matters — that 
it makes a difference, that it vindicates principles important to the American way 
of life.”
Having earned his bachelor’s degree in accounting at Cedarville, Matt then received his J.D. with highest honors as 
valedictorian from The University of North Carolina School of Law. “A significant portion of the cases brought by the SEC are 
accounting fraud cases,” he said. “So even today as a lawyer, more than 17 years after I graduated from Cedarville, I still use  
what I learned in my accounting classes.”
Matt lives in Silver Spring, Maryland, with his wife, Wendy (Walters) ’94, and their three children, Ian, Emily, and Evan.  
They attend Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, D.C.
Brittaney Randolph ’09, Ben Futoran ’04, 
David Parmerlee ’06, and Andrea 
(schimmenti) Pacecca ’96 enjoy working 
alongside each other at Indian Rocks  
Christian School in Largo, Florida.
In Memory
We extend our condolences to the families 
and friends of these dear loved ones.
Bertha (Oleyar) Powers passed away on 
November 19, 2009. She attended Cedarville 
from 1936–37 and was a member of the 
Boarding Club and the Gospel Team. She  
was an executive secretary for nine years  
at the Gulf Oil Corporation in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. She met her husband, George, 
in the Gulf company choral group and 
continued singing in church choirs throughout 
her life. She is survived by her three children 
and two grandsons.
Cletis (Jacobs) Waddle ’37 passed away  
on April 14, 2010, at the age of 92 at her 
home in Yellow Springs, Ohio. She received 
her associate’s degree in education from 
Cedarville and taught school until her 
retirement in the late 1970s.
Rebecca (Creswell) straley passed away on 
June 12, 2010. She attended Cedarville from 
1950–52. Rebecca was a lifetime member at 
the Cedarville United Presbyterian Church, 
where she enjoyed singing in the choir. She  
is survived by two sisters, one brother-in-law, 
four children, and two grandchildren.
Norman Barnard ’67, of Shepherd, Michigan, 
passed away on February 22, 2010. He and  
his wife, louise (stutesman) ’67, served  
as missionaries in Asia for 32 years, retiring  
in 2008 to serve at Trinity Baptist Church in 
Alma, Michigan. Norman is survived by his 
wife; five children, Heather Kelly ’93, shannon 
Krise ’94, Shonda Kenter, Bradford ’00, and 
Holly Baxter; and nine grandchildren.
sheryl (scoggins) Johnson ’80 passed away 
on May 16, 2010. She was a special education 
teacher in Belton, Missouri, for 28 years.  
She was instrumental in starting the L.I.F.E. 
Academy Program in the Belton School 
District. This program helps special education 
high school graduates learn basic life skills. 
Sheryl was an active member of Belvidere 
Heights Baptist Church, where she was the 
organist for many years. She is survived by  
her husband, Timothy, and their four children.
alumni spotlight alumni spotlight alumni spotlight alumni spotlight alumni spotlight alumni spotlight alumni spotlight alumni spotlight
To send your updates, visit cedarville.edu/inspire or  
e-mail alumni@cedarville.edu. You may also send them to 
Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314. 
Deadlines are December 15 for the spring issue, April 15 for 
the summer issue, and August 15 for the fall/winter issue. 
The editorial staff has full discretion regarding submissions.
“ It’s exciting to know that 
your work matters — that 
it makes a difference.”
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More than 1,500 alumni made the road trip back for homecoming on October 1–2. In addition to 10 class reunions, 
the weekend featured more than 20 academic, ministry, and athletic reunions! Alumni caught up with friends at the 
cardboard canoe race, the CU by the Lake Party, athletic events, concerts, and the annual homecoming parade.
“For one special weekend in October, the Cedarville campus belongs to our alumni!” said Stephanie (King) Minier ’05, 
coordinator for alumni programming and communication. “There’s nothing like seeing generations of the college family 
having fun together. It’s what Cedarville is all about.”
It’s not too early to start planning to attend next year’s homecoming! Mark your calendars now to return to campus 
September 30–October 1 to reconnect with old friends and create new memories.
Homecoming 2010
alumni album
40    fall/winter 2010
alumni album
Cedarville University    41
Connected by Design
by Vicky Fang, Ph.D.
When I joined Cedarville’s engineering faculty in 2004, I was the only female faculty member in the 
department. Though I was outnumbered in a field of study dominated by men, I felt honored to be in  
my position. With very few female students enrolled in Cedarville’s engineering program, I knew God  
had great things in store for me — and many things for me to accomplish.
Cedarville’s enrollment statistics reflect the nationally low enrollment and retention rates among  
female engineers. Approximately 25 percent of freshman men at Cedarville major in engineering. In  
contrast, fewer than 10 freshman women major in engineering. With the numbers against them, female 
engineering students need a resource for support and encouragement.
Overcoming Isolation
In an academic area with so little gender diversity, female students face isolation and loss of academic 
self-confidence in many of their classes. These women often have to modify their ways of thinking, learning, 
and working to reflect a masculine point of view. On a practical level, our male students have an advantage  
in the residence halls. They can walk down the hall to find a classmate when they need help with their 
coursework. Without that opportunity for collaboration, our female students tend to work independently  
to solve homework problems.
I saw women gifted in engineering, yet their department offered no female guidance. I also saw a 
staggeringly low retention rate. My heart was burdened to do something to help these women develop  
their talents. With the support of Cedarville’s engineering program, we established a Cedarville chapter  
of the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) to encourage our female students to grow, succeed, and use  
their skills for the glory of God.
SWE is a national organization that empowers women to achieve their full potential as professional 
engineers and leaders in the field. The organization increases awareness of the engineering profession as  
a positive force in improving quality of life and demonstrating the value of diversity.
Since our SWE chapter formed in fall 2004, it has made a substantial impact on students’ lives. I gladly 
accepted the responsibility to advise this women’s organization. I knew that I could relate to obstacles these 
young women were facing and effectively encourage and support them in their studies.
faculty voice
Female students in the engineering  
and computer science department find  
the support and encouragement they  
need in a special student organization.
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Watching the legacy unfold
When Dr. Dan Wetzel arrived on campus in September 1963 to teach physics and mathematics, he  
could never have guessed what the next 45 years of his career would hold. During his time at Cedarville, he 
observed firsthand the changes, struggles, and triumphs that would eventually result in one of the school’s most 
successful professional programs, the Elmer W. Engstrom Department of Engineering and Computer Science.
In addition to his teaching duties, Dr. Wetzel served as chair of the department of science and mathematics 
from 1989 to 1998 and as dean of the school of engineering, nursing, and science from 1998 to 2003. His career 
highlights include the development of a math major in 1964, the announcement of full accreditation in 1975, the 
introduction of the engineering program in 1989, the move into the Engineering, Nursing, and Science Center in 
1992, and receiving the Faculty Member of the Year award in 1997.
      Dr. Wetzel’s efforts were influential in getting the engineering program off the 
ground. In 1986, he served as an overseer to the pre-engineering program and  
later chaired the engineering feasibility committee. Looking back, Dr. Wetzel is 
proud of what has been accomplished. “The program has exceeded our fondest 
expectations of quality and size,” he said. “I am impressed with the quality  
of the faculty we have been able to recruit and with the extremely talented 
students who have been attracted to the program.”
In August 2008, Dr. Wetzel formally retired to provide full-time care  
for Phyllis, his beloved wife of 57 years. He currently serves as professor 
emeritus of physics and mathematics.






We begin each semester with an orientation for new female 
engineering students and introduce the organization as a safe, 
encouraging, and fun home base. These new students form 
support teams with other new students to facilitate peer 
assistance and teamwork. Upperclassman female students form 
mentoring teams with the newest students in order to offer 
practical and academic guidance.
One of our members, Alissa Johnson ’11, is a computer 
science major from Lapeer, Michigan. She understands what 
it’s like to be the only woman in her major classes. She said,  
“I appreciated the support from junior and senior SWE 
members who came alongside me and encouraged me when  
I started out in the major. And I’m glad to have the chance to 
do that myself now that I’m an upperclassman.”
While we do not require SWE participation, we consider 
all female engineering students to be members. We have 
organized activities like movie nights, dessert outings, and 
birthday celebrations to facilitate connections and friendships 
among the women. We also sponsor an annual presentation  
by a female engineer working in the industry. We want SWE  
to be an inclusive community of learning and support where 
each woman in the department can seek out academic 
assistance and find sincere companionship.
Each semester, we select a service project to complete as  
an organization. This fall, we presented fun demonstrations at 
local elementary schools to teach children about opportunities 
in engineering. Not only do these activities build friendships  
and teamwork, but they are also a way to share God’s love  
with the local community by exercising our talents and gifts.
Making Our Mark
I have seen the profound effects that SWE has had on 
recruiting women to Cedarville’s engineering program. In 
2004, there were fewer than 10 female students in the 
department. In 2010, six women completed the program 
including our first computer science graduate. This fall, we  
have 37 women with a declared engineering or computer 
science major.
I have also seen the impact that SWE has had on my life. 
Working with the SWE women has been a blessing. Each one  
is a gift that God has sent into my life. I am so proud of all of 
them; their success brings me so much joy. The cards, cookies, 
prayers, and hugs from my students have made my investment 
very rewarding.
I can clearly see that God brought me here to mentor  
and develop this special group of young women as we make 
our mark on the engineering profession. 
Dr. Vicky Fang serves as associate professor of 
computer engineering. She earned her B.S.E.E.  
from Shanghai Jiao Tong University, her M.S.E.T. 
from Pittsburgh State University, and her Ph.D. from 
The University of Akron. You may contact her  
at vfang@cedarville.edu.
president’s perspective
A Bold Step Forward
by William E. Brown, Ph.D.
Dr. Brown’s Top Picks
■ Book
Son of Hamas by Mosab Hassan yousef  
and Ron Brackin
This book, written by the son of a founder  
of Hamas, is a stunning story of intrigue, terror, 
betrayal, and his conversion to Christ. A New 
York Times bestseller, I couldn’t put it down.
■ Website
infoplease.com
you don’t have to “google” everything. Try 
infoplease for great resources and answers to 
any questions you might have. Lots of fun.
■ Podcast
thisamericanlife.org
This is a widely popular and frequently 
downloaded podcast. It features fascinating 




Don’t laugh — at least not at me for choosing 
this. Toy Story 3 is more than a children’s 
movie. Watch it for examples of biblical 
themes: sin, courage, sacrifice, redemption, 
acceptance, love, and mutual dependence.  
To infinity and beyond!
When Cedarville began developing the engineering program, there were challenging 
questions that needed answers.
“Can a Christian college offer engineering?”
The Cedarville leadership knew the addition of an engineering major in 1990 would set  
the school apart. Seven years before, the bold step to initiate a department of nursing set  
the school on a trajectory into professional studies, a move that some questioned. With that  
same boldness, the engineering program was not merely an add-on to the physics major, as at 
many Christian schools, but rather an aggressive step to build a full-fledged department of 
engineering. That required the development of advanced curricula, top-quality equipment, 
superior labs, and, most importantly, qualified and experienced professors who embraced 
Cedarville’s commitment to Christ.
“Will qualified engineering faculty come to Cedarville?”
The critical mass of Cedarville’s engineering department is found in the outstanding faculty. 
Even from the beginning, there was no shortage of qualified engineering educators who wanted 
to teach at Cedarville. Faculty came with industry and teaching experience and Ph.D.s from 
Purdue, Cornell, The Air Force Institute of Technology, and a long list of other top-rated 
programs. They not only brought credibility, but they had the freedom to develop a unique, 
cutting-edge program that quickly gained respect. The results speak for themselves.
Phil Jarvis ’06 now has a dream job as an analyst at Boeing. He has received many 
compliments on both his professionalism and his academic preparation. Phil said, “I am  
more proud about the compliment directed toward Cedarville than to myself.”
“Won’t you have to water down your Christian commitment?” 
It was no surprise to us that faculty came to Cedarville because of the Christ-centered  
and student-focused mission. Cedarville was a place where they could integrate their love  
of engineering with their love for Christ while mentoring bright, motivated students.
Jeff Saunders ’97, an electrical engineering graduate, appreciated how the Cedarville 
experience extended beyond the classroom through outreach ministries. He and his wife, 
Angela (Boyce) ’97, and three children are now missionaries in Kijabe, Kenya, where they  
are making a difference for Christ.
“Can it be done?”
There’s an often-quoted proverb that says, “Those who say it cannot be done should not 
interrupt the person doing it.” While some said it couldn’t be done or sustained, the engineering 
program has carved out a Christ-centered, unique, and highly recognized program. Our 
students are competing favorably on national and international levels. Our faculty are leaders  
in their field. Twenty years later, the verdict is clear: the engineering program has been a 
tremendous blessing for Cedarville.
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Each year, teams from Cedarville’s nationally acclaimed Elmer W. Engstrom Department of Engineering and 
Computer Science design and build award-winning entries for competitions in everything from 
Supermileage automobiles and solar-powered boats to robotic lawn mowers.
“  Celebrating your faith and a Supermileage record — all in the same day.”It’s a rare university that can offer you a 
world-class educational experience within 
a vibrant, Christ-centered learning community,  
but Cedarville is just such a place.
Step onto our campus, and you’ll join more  
than 3,000 students from around the world  
in a daily celebration of faith. Step into our 
classrooms, and you’ll be challenged by 
top-ranked academic programs. Step out 
into the world as a Cedarville alum, and 
you’ll be sought after by businesses 
and graduate schools from around the world.
Discover a university that will equip you 
for true success. Find out for yourself 
what makes Cedarville so unique. 
SoCedarville.com









Register before January 12. 
cedarville.edu/alumni      1-800-837-2566
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